
“This is the 
journey we 

continue 
today”

Our Founding Fathers, faced with perils we
can scarcely imagine, drafted a charter to
assure the rule of law and the rights of man,

a charter expanded by the blood of generations.
Those ideals still light the world, and we will not
give them up for expedience’s sake. And so to all
other peoples and governments who are watching
today, from the grandest capitals to the small village
where my father was born: Know that America is a
friend of each nation and every man, woman, and
child who seeks a future of peace and dignity, and
we are ready to lead once more.

Recall that earlier generations faced down

fascism and communism not just with missiles
and tanks, but with sturdy alliances and endur-
ing convictions. They understood that our
power alone cannot protect us, nor does it enti-
tle us to do as we please....We will not apolo-
gize for our way of life, nor will we waver in its
defense, and for those who seek to advance
their aims by inducing terror and slaughtering
innocents, we say to you now that our
spirit is stronger and cannot be
broken; you cannot outlast us, and
we will defeat you.

For we know that our patch-

work heritage is a strength, not a weakness. We
are a nation of Christians and Muslims, Jews
and Hindus, and non-believers. We are shaped
by every language and culture, drawn from
every end of this Earth; and because we have
tasted the bitter swill of civil war and segrega-
tion, and emerged from that dark chapter
stronger and more united, we cannot help but
believe that the old hatreds shall someday pass,
that the lines of tribe shall soon dissolve, that as
the world grows smaller, our common humani-
ty shall reveal itself, and that America must play
its role in ushering in a new era of peace.

President Barack Obama, his
left hand on a Bible used in the
inauguration of President
Abraham Lincoln, takes the
oath of office from Chief
Justice John Roberts at the
Capitol before delivering his
Inaugural Address to crowds
gathered on the National Mall
in Washington, D.C. on
January 20, 2009.     
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Excerpts from the 
Inaugural Address of President

Barack Obama
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